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abject fetichism, perhaps only the worship of certain queer ob-
jects, and withcraft is very difficult to be traced by us to whom
from our great intervening intellectual distance both kinds of
superstition seem indistinguishable in type and character; yet
even in this lowest grade of primitive society their separation
is decipherable. One may venture to affirm that the difference
between devotees and magicians, between those who propitiate
gods visible or invisible, and those who use mysterious mummery
not necessarily addressed to any object or subject at all, exists
and can be verified from the earliest times. As a matter of
fact, witchcraft is more feared and more practised by the lowest
Indian tribes than by any other classes ; ancl though one does
not at first sight perceive how they can discern or point it out
to themselves, ainid all the monstrous rites and grotesque
terrors of their lawful beliefs, yet they always lay their finger
upon it without hesitation. There seein always to have been
some faint sparks of doubt as to the efficacy of prayer and
offerings, and thus as to the limits within-which deities can or
will interpose in human affairs, combined with embryonic con-
ceptions of the possible capacity of man to control or, guide
Nature by knowledge and use of her ways, or with some
primeval touch of that feeling which now rejects supernatural
interference in the order and sequence of physical processes*
Side by side with that universal conviction which ascribed
to Divine volition all effects that .could not be accounted for
by the simplest experience, and which called them miracles,
omens, or signs of the gods, there has always been a remote
manifestation of that less submissive spirit which locates
within man himself the power of influencing tilings, and which
works vaguely toward the dependence of man on Ms own
faculties for regulating his material surroundings. Those two
antagonistic ideas, of dependence on supernatural win and of
independence, can, I think, be found to demarcate Witchcraft
and Religion, from'the Alpha down to the Omega of their long
history, which is a chronicle of incessant war, growing-
fiercer and fiercer as the two forces developed and became
organised, and as the two principles diverged and discovered
their mutual antipathy. Science had also a stage -when it eon-